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SUBJ: SOMALI REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY FOOD 

1 . DIRECTOR STATE PLANNING COMMISSION YUSUF WEIRAH SUMMONED 
ME ON URGENT BASIS EVENING OF AUGUST 22. WEIRAH TOLD ME THAT 
GSDR WAS IN CRITICAL NEED OF FOOD SUPPLIES TO HELP FEED 
LIBERATED TERRITORIES IN ETHIOPIA AS WELL AS LOCAL POPULATIONS. 
WEIRAH SAID THAT HE NEEDED 317,000 TONS OF FOOD STUFFS AND 
ASKED IF THIS COULD BE SUPPLIED IMMEDIATELY. 

2. I TOLD WEIRAH THAT AMERICAN AID EXPERT WAS ARRIVING 
MOGADISCIO THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 TO LOOK INTO SOMALI FOOD 
NEEDS AND THAT HE WOULD UNDERTAKE SURVEY. WEIRAH EXPRESSED 
SOME DISMAY AND SAID SOMALIA DID NOT NEED EXPERTS, IT NEEDED 
FOOD IMMEDIATELY. I SAID THAT US NOT IN POSITION TO ASSIST 
SOMALIA IN SUPPLYING FOOD UNTIL ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION 
COMPLETED. ASSESSMEN WILL BE MADE DURING RUSSELL VISIT. 

3. ALSO I ATTEMPTED TO POINT OUT THAT WHILE US WILLING TO 
ASSIST SOMALIA, IT COULD HAVE SERIOUS PROBLEMS IN SUPPLYING 
FOOD FOR LIBERATED TERRITORIES IN ETHIOPIA. WEIRAH SAID 
THAT HE WOULD TAKE CARE OF THAT PROBLEM. AT ONE POINT IN 
CONVERSATION WEIRAH ALSO SUGGESTED THAT SOMALIA'S PROBLEMS 
WERE NOW US PROBLEMS AS WELL. I ATTEMPTED TO DISABUSE HIM 
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OF THAT NOTION. 

4. WEIRAH WAS ALSO DISPLEASED WHEN HE DISCOVERED THAT 
RUSSELL WAS US AID OFFICER BASED IN DAR ES SALAAM. HE 
THOUGHT URGENCY OF SOMALI SITUATION NECESSITATED VISIT OF 
WASHINGTON BASED EXPERT. HE EVEN WENT SO FAR AS TO SAY 

HE WOULD NOT PERSONALLY RECEIVE RUSSELL BECAUSE HE WAS NOT 
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BASED IN WASHINGTON. I EXPLAINED TO WEIRAH THAT RUSSELL 
WAS BEING SENT BY WASHINGTON BECAUSE OF HIS EXPERTISE AND 
BECAUSE HE HAD CONVENIENT ACCESS TO MOGADISCIO. THE FACT 
THAT HE BASED IN DAR ES SALAAM HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH 
WASHINGTON'S SENSE URGENCY OF PROBLEM. 

5. COMMENT: IT WAS CLEAR FROM BOTH TONE AND SUBSTANCE 
OF WEIRAH CONVERSATION THAT HE EXPECTS US TO COME TO SOMALIA'S 
ASSISTANCE IN FEEDING SURPLUS POPULATIONS WON BY OGADEN 
VICTORIES. HE ALSO SEEMS TO THINK THAT US WILLINGNESS TO 
DRAW CLOSER TO SOMALIA GIVES HIM CAPACITY FOR UNLIMITED 
DRAW-DOWN ON US RESOURCES. WEIRAH'S ENGLISH IS NOT VERY 
GOOD AND MY ITALIAN IS EVEN WORSE. I WILL NEVERTHELESS 
CONTINUE ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN TO HIM WHY ABOVE ASSUMPTIONS 
ARE NOT TRUE. 

LOUGHRAN 
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